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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #10 OF 2022 – September   

INTRODUCTION  

 Guess what? It’s Frankfurt Book Fair time again! Specifically, Wednesday October 19 to Sunday the 23
rd

. 
ITMB has a stand in its usual spot of Building 3, upper floor, Row G; specifically 3.1 G 135, joining Huber, Freytag 
& Berndt, IMIA and others in the map trade. We hope to see you there. We will have quite a few brand new titles 
being launched at the fair, and it would be an excellent opportunity to review events of the past three year period of 
turmoil. Lan and I will both be there, for our 39

th
 consecutive time as exhibitors, so if we can made the effort, we 

encourage you to do so as well. Please contact me to arrange a convenient time to meet. 

NEW TITLES 

 We introduce one new title and two new editions this month. The Rocky Mountains are the newest 
mountain chain in North America, formed by one tectonic plate moving under another and forcing the land sharply 
upwards. This also caused the land mass to the east to rise up, draining the prairies of much of its water and 
forming thousands of lakes. One of the most notable examples of land up-thrust is Sulphur Mountain, at Banff. The 
Canadian Rockies are far higher than those further south, and I’m sure that there is a geological reason for this, but 
the end result is a very large area of land that has been protected and preserved from the earliest times. We have 
published maps of Banff and Jasper parks, and of the overall Canadian/USA chain of peaks before, but this is our 
first attempt at a recreationally-oriented regional map. 

 We are also pleased to note the release of newly-updated editions of Panama and of San Diego. For some 
reason that escapes me, Panama has become the number one area of tourism in Latin America. Perhaps it is the 
cute marsupial on the front cover. In any case, in this emerging post-Covid world, Panama is proving to be very 
popular, so take note! San Diego is an interesting city, with its massive Balboa Park and Zoo and its Old Town, 
which, unlike in Europe, is not in the centre of the city, but on its northern edge. Now that the border with Mexico 
has re-opened, its ties to Tijuana grow stronger. We have included a detailed map of southern California on the 
second side. Details can be found in the NEW RELEASES section. 

THE STATE OF THE TRAVEL INDUSTRY 

 By the time you receive this newsletter, Lan and myself will be in Europe. October has been a bell ringer for 
us for many years, in that the Frankfurt Book Fair is held each year at the Messe fair complex just north of the main 
railway station. This year’s fair promises to be more ‘normal’, as fears of Covid fade. Several map publishers have 
reserved stands (ours is 3.1G315) and we hope that many of our map enthusiasts will make the effort to see what 
is happening in the map industry. In addition to the fair itself, we will be visiting Belgium, Netherlands, northern 
Germany, and the Czech Republic. 

 That’s the good news. The bad news is that we are finding costs of travel are out of whack with normalcy. 
We were able to secure acceptable air fares for our return flight, but some airlines are charging extortionate rates to 
fly from Vancouver to Frankfurt and back. Hopefully, this will sort itself out over time as competition forces airlines 
to compete for business. The same applies to car rentals. I understand that firms need to raise prices to cover the 
higher costs of new vehicles, but a thousand dollars for two weeks' rental seem out of line with the actual costs of 
running a business. I'm sure that we will be shocked at fuel and restaurant prices during our trip, as we were during 
our cross-Canada drive this past summer. There is little we can do except cut costs whenever possible, so we will 
not be staying in paid accommodations in Frankfurt during the fair, as in past years, but will be based in a small 
town north of Hanau to save money. Such is life in an inflationary period! 
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A SIDE-LIGHT TO THE MANY CEREMONIES RELATED TO QUEEN ELIZABETH’S PASSING 

 The world was mesmerized during September by the death of Queen Elizabeth and the many 
commemorative events related to her passing and to her funeral. It was a very emotional time, not only in Britain, 
but in many other parts of the world as well. Whether one favours a monarch as head of state or not, it is patently 
evident that the Queen transcended normal expectations and became a sort of mother figure for all of us. I was 
particularly touched by receiving an email from one of my contacts in Hong Kong. He wished to visit the British 
Embassy to pay his respects and sign the Book of Condolences. He was most surprised, and gratified, to see a 
queue of ordinary Chinese residents of the former British colony queuing up around the block to do the same. Hong 
Kong was turned over to China in 1997a quarter of a century ago, and considering the legacy of its colonial rule, 
one could have expected mild interest in her passing. Instead, the colony was in mourning. Such respect is rarely 
given. 

A LIGHTHEARTED BREAK IN THE NARRATIVE 

1. The Peters Projection map of the world was actually devised by James Gall in 1855. Peters popularized it 
in recent times. The Mercator projection that many of us went through school with was devised by 
Gerardus Mercator in 1569. It has proven over the centuries as being accurate for showing the shapes of 
countries, but because it was developed before we knew about lines of longitude, geographic areas far 
away from the equator, such as Greenland, are sized much larger than they actually are. Gall-Peters keeps 
the country sizes accurate in relation to neighbouring states, but distorts their shapes. 

2. 97% of the world’s water consists of salt water. Of the remaining 3%, 69% is frozen (Greenland, Antarctica, 
glaciers, and snow), 30% is underground (aquifers) and mostly unused, and only 1% of the 3% is readily 
available to drink. The wars of the next several decades are likely to result from water, not minerals or oil. 

3. Which is more important, the sun or the moon? The joke is then stated to be the moon, because the sun 
shines during the daytime, when it is light anyway. The reality is that both are equally important; the sun for 
obvious reasons. The moon keeps the earth from wobbling off its axis. If it did, life on earth would cease to 
exist. The gravitational pull of the moon keeps the tilt of the world’s axis incredibly stable. 

4. The biggest crater in the world is the Batagaika sinkhole crater in northeastern Russia. It is 100 metres 
deep and a kilometre wide – and expanding. 

5. As climate change accelerates, we are forming new words to identify the results of change. Plastigloreate 
is a newly-formed rock made of discarded plastic that has melted and merged with sand and small pebbles 
to form a new form of rock. Trinitites are mildly radioactive green glass formations formed from quartz and 
sand following atomic bomb testing during WW2. Abhurite is a mineral formed by the exposure of tin to sea 
water, such as following the sinking of a ship carrying tin. Finally, War Sand is a relatively new term to 
describe sand mixed with remnants of bullets and bombs (iron, steel, and glass). It was first recorded on 
the Normandy landing spots of WW2, in 1944. 

WORK IN PROGRESS - all sellers/librarians please note 

 ITMB, as of early October, 2022, has ample inventory of almost all of the titles traditionally carried as part 
of our publishing line. We ask for your understanding if a particular title happens to be unavailable in the short term.  

Bahamas – We are out of copies of this important travel destination. A fresh edition is arriving soon. Please 
continue to order, using the old ISBN. The new edition should arrive soon. 

Florence and Northeastern Italy – One of the most-visited cities in Europe is Florence. This second edition map is 
being developed as a double-sided city and regional map covering all of Tuscany and surrounding provinces. The 
city itself needs no introduction to map sellers, so all I’ll say is that it covers the urban area in excellent detail at an 
incredible 1:5,000 scale, showing all attractions. This map was ground-truthed during December and dozens of 
improvements noted. The artwork is being modified as a result. The regional side is completed, covering from 
Venice to Milan to below Sienna. It is at press and expected soon. 
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France Riviera/Mediterranean Coast – The south of France is very popular touristically, but it is traditionally 
divided into two parts – western Languedoc and eastern Provence (or Riviera). The distances involved are not 
great, so we are developing a double-sided map to show the entire coastal area. The line work has been 
completed, but the final touches will probably take another few months. No ETA. 

Frankfurt – We have finally completed our artwork for a brand new map of Frankfurt, Germany and sent it to press. 
No ETA, but we hope for a November arrival. 

Galapagos Islands – This title is now out of print. A fresh edition is already at press and expected in October. 
Please continue to order using the old ISBN. 

Indian Ocean – There has never been a travel map of the Indian Ocean. Lan thinks that the world needs such a 
map; therefore, ITMB is generating yet another first-of-its-kind maps, focusing on the touristic islands of this part of 
the great Pacific. It will be a double-sided map, with the Seychelles on the other side. Line work is advancing 
quickly, but it will take a few more months of effort to complete the artwork; no ETA. 

Nepal – This title is now at zero inventory. A fresh edition has been completed and is at press. Due to continuing 
pressure on supply chains, at the moment we cannot predict when this title will arrive.  

Qatar – We are almost out of copies of this Gulf country. We have re-worked the artwork to create a double-sided 
map; one side for the country and the other for Doha, its capital. This will be our first-ever full sheet map of the city. 
. 

Russia – Despite the war, travel to Russia is still possible, albeit not as conveniently as prior to their invasion of 
Ukraine and the resultant sanctions. Regardless, in the long term, we need a map covering central/western Russia 
in detail, so we have sent a map to press that focuses on the Golden Ring Heritage cities close to Moscow with an 
updated map of ‘European’ Russia. This map has been developed over the past year and is an important reminder 
of a great geo-political reality. Russia is the focal point of today’s history, so it is important to have an understanding 
of its importance. The map is at press, no ETA, but hopefully December. 

Seychelles Islands – This will be another brand new title for ITMB. The artwork is progressing well, but there is still 
a lot to do before this map can go to press. No ETA. (See Indian Ocean, above). 

Uganda – This title is expected in September. Please order, using the old ISBN. 

Vancouver Topographic Map – We experience a steady demand for a proper topographical map covering the 
Northshore Mountains of Greater Vancouver. We normally refer to topo maps by their code numbers; in this case, 
92G6 and 92G7. We ran out of inventory several months ago, but have received such a demand from academic 
institutions that we are re-issuing the double-sided map in its updated digitized format. The artwork is actually 
provided by the Canada Map Office, and as a peculiarity of history is copyright by Her Majesty the Queen. As the 
Queen has died, this will be one of the first maps in the world to show His Majesty King Charles III as artwork 
copyright owner, but the published map will be copy-writ (if that’s a word) by ITMB as publisher, on behalf of the 
King. Needless to say, a tad unusual, but done quite properly. No ETA. 

 

NEW RELEASES SEPTEMBER, 2022 
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British Columbia & Alberta Rockies Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2023 1:900,000 ISBN 9781771291064 UPC 
817712910646 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The Rocky Mountain chain forms the boundary between the 
Canadian provinces of Alberta and British Columbia. There are only three passes through the mountain chain, 
which somewhat isolates BC from the rest of Canada (a mixed blessing). The Rockies are also the paramount 
travel attraction of Canada, nice though our many lakes, waterfalls, and cities happen to be. This double-sided map 
covers the three national parks of Banff, Jasper, and Yoho, and several provincial parks on both sides of the 
border, which also forms the continental divide between rivers flowing to the Pacific or to the Atlantic, covering from 
Calgary to the northern portion of the Fraser Canyon on one side, and the more northerly stretch of the Rockies 
from Fort St. John to the Yukon. Good inset maps of Calgary, Banff, Jasper, and Lake Louise are included. The 
focus of this map is its many recreational opportunities, with an emphasis on campgrounds, ski areas, historic sites, 
and secondary roads. The area of coverage is vast; the size of Western Europe, and straddles two time zones. 
AVAILABLE 

Panama Travel Reference Map 9
th

 Ed. 2022 1:400,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771296274 UPC 
817712962744 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – This edition of this popular travel destination has been issued 
without changes from the previous one because the previous edition sold out so quickly. Not to worry, this is still a 
very up-to-date edition of Panama, complete with excellent inset maps of Panama City and of the canal area (we 
also publish the Canal region as a separate map). As previously, this edition is printed on durable waterproof stone 
paper, ideal for use in the tropics. AVAILABLE 

San Diego/California South Travel Reference Map 3
rd

 Ed. 2022 1:15,000/1:900,000 ISBN 9781771297271 UPC 
817712972712 $10.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – In the southwest corner of the American mainland is the port city 
of San Diego, one of the major hubs of the US Navy. The city itself is very interesting, with a city centre dominated 
by colonial-styled buildings. Balboa Park is home to one of the best zoos in North America, and the historic ‘old 
town’ area north of the city centre has become a popular ‘Old Mexico’ theme attraction. As well, there is the Tijuana 
Trolley, which is, in fact, a modern surface-rail tram line that goes from the city centre to close to the walk-across 
border with Mexico into colourful downtown Tijuana. A day visit to Mexico is one of the highlights of a visit to San 
Diego! Enjoy! AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES, AUGUST, 2022 

China Travel Reference Map 8
th

 Ed. 2022 1:4,000,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771291750 UPC 
817712917508 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – China has not experienced a significant amount of change since 
the previous edition was printed. I put this down to the demands imposed by health authorities to contain Covid, 
which the Chinese government still insists can be eradicated completely. This edition is printed on waterproof, tear-
resistant paper, and has a new cover picture showing a portion of the Great Wall. A cursory glance at the map will 
show an incredible number of motorways. We still show some as being under construction, but updating the road 
network is now essentially completed. The amazing rapid rail network is now also essentially complete and all such 
train lines are noted on the map in a red-dashed format. Inset maps of Beijing and Shanghai are shown on side 2, 
as well as a list of Top Attractions. It is still difficult to access China for travel due to health requirements, so visitors 
should consider taking tours rather than exploring on their own. We continue to show contentious political disputed 
territories based on practical administrative control, so India’s northeast is shown as being under India’s control, 
whereas parts of the northwest are shown under Chinese control. Taiwan is shown, simply because it is 
geographically close to mainland China. We do not wish to be drawn into the question of the future status of the 
island; it is independently operating, as it has been doing since 1949. AVAILABLE 
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Cook Islands & Eastern Pacific Cruising Travel Reference Map 3
rd

 Ed. 2022 scale varies ISBN 
9781771291774 UPC 817712917744 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – This is a combination map, focused on two 
travel realities. Side 1 is a detailed map of the main islands making up the Cook Island archipelago. To provide 
more detail, the country is an inset map in the lower left corner, with numbers in blue, up to 15. The main map on 
Side 1 is a series of inset maps providing excellent detail of individual islands, such as Raratonga, Mangaia, or 
Aitutaki, or island groupings of more northerly groupings that are little more than atolls, such as Penrhyn or 
Palmerston. The capital is Avarua, and an inset map is included; also one of Arutanga on Aitutaki. The country is 
well-positioned for tourism, and has many resorts, particularly on Raratonga. Side 2 is a new map for ITMB, part of 
our growing Cruising line. This on covers the eastern portion of the South Pacific, from the Marshall Islands, Nauru, 
and the Solomons on the west to Hawaii and Tahiti on the east, and as far south as New Zealand. Other island 
nations included on this map are Kiribati, Tuvalu, Fiji, Samoa, and New Caledonia. By the nature of portraying a 
vast ocean, little detail of each island can be provided. The purpose of this map is to show routes followed by ships 
visiting the overall region. This is a rapidly-growing travel area for major cruise lines, and promises to be as 
attractive in the future as cruises in the Caribbean or Mediterranean. We are still recovering from the Covid scare, 
so travel is in its infancy in 2022, but this region holds great prospects for the future. Besides, it is a lovely map to 
look at. AVAILABLE 

Honolulu (Waikiki to Pearl Harbour) and Oahu Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:18,000/1:80,000 ISBN 
9781771293402 UPC 817712934024 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Honolulu/Waikiki is a brand new map for 
ITMB, and our first new title for a part of the USA this year. Almost everyone flying to Hawaii goes to Honolulu, and 
the vast majority stay in hotels located close to Waikiki Beach. This is quite a comprehensive city plan map for the 
Honolulu urban area, stretching from east of Diamond Head to the international airport. It also includes a large inset 
of the Pearl Harbour area, with its many memorials to the ships sunk during the surprise Japanese attack on 
December 6, 1941. Ford Island is still a major US military base. Our Top Attractions list shows the highlights of 
touristic interest. The second side is a newly-updated version of our map of the island of Oahu. Although the focus 
of this map is on Honolulu, most visitors include day trips to outlying areas of the island. There are numerous coves 
where one can enjoy a reasonably isolated experience, and attractions such as the Dole Pineapple Farm to enjoy. 
It is not possible to drive all the way along the coast. Waimea Bay offers the best ‘big wave’ surfing. A very popular 
activity is to climb to the rim of Diamond Head volcano.  AVAILABLE 

 

NEW RELEASES, JULY, 2022 

Abu Dhabi & UAE Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:10,000/1:800,000 ISBN 9781771290289 UPC 
817712902894 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – We are pleased to release this brand new ITMB title. Abu Dhabi is 
one of the leading Emirates that are rapidly becoming vacation heavens for Europeans who don’t want the long 
flights to Asian destinations. The city is so modern it almost squeaks. The palace is a world-class wonder, the 
seafront Corniche is a marvelous beach, and the central shopping area offers everything from hamburgers to Gucci 
bags. Motorways now connect the city state to nearby Dubai and to Oman, with a recently-completed one along the 
coastline to the Saudi border. The reverse side of the map is an updated edition of the entire United Arab Emirates 
and most of Oman, with new motorways seemingly everywhere. AVAILABLE 

Antigua, St. Kitts, Nevis Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:32,000/1:35,000 ISBN 9781771290241 UPC 
817712902412 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Our latest version of Antigua is also a new title for ITMB, in that we 
are combining the Caribbean island nation with nearby St. Kitts and Nevis, with a small inset map for the lovely 
island of Barbuda. Side 1 is a very expansive and detailed map of Antigua, with a good inset map of St. John’s, the 
capital. At the southern end of the island is Nelson’s Dockyard, a historical remnant that serviced British naval ships 
for centuries, and is well-worth a visit. AVAILABLE 
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Balkans Rail and Road Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:900,000 ISBN 9781771291040 UPC 
817712910400 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The region of Europe known as the Balkans is normally restricted 
to the area that used to be Yugoslavia, but it is geographically much larger and needs to be seen in its expanded 
format that includes Hungary, Romania, Moldova, and Greece, with that portion of Turkey that has had so much 
influence on the region over many centuries. Side 1 is dominated by the great land mass of historic strategic 
importance that has been fought over for centuries. Nowadays, conflict is still threatening, with Kosovo and Serbia 
always at each other’s throats and Romania warily watching Russia’s aggression next door in both Ukraine and 
Moldova. Attitudes are shifting towards closer integration with the EU in the region, with Albania, Northern 
Macedonia, Kosovo, and Montenegro clamouring for admission and NATO being looked at to provide security 
against further Russian aggression. AVAILABLE 

Barbuda, see Antigua, above 

Costa Rica Travel Reference Map 10
th

 Ed. 2021 1:300,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771291699 
UPC 817712916990 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – This is an ITMB title that is so popular it needs no 
explanation. This is the most recent edition of a tried-and true title that has been a mainstay of our Central 
American line since the early 1980s. It was actually prepared just prior to Covid hitting the world with a sledge 
hammer and devastating travel in the process. Costa Rica shut down, as did the entire world, and several months 
later, the map we had sent to press unexpectedly arrived after several months at a printer that had been locked 
down by governmental decree. Travel conditions were so slow at that time that we only introduced this version six 
months ago. AVAILABLE 

Mexico Travel Reference Map 9
th

 Ed. 2022 1:2,000,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771294775 UPC 
817712947758 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Mexico is a fascinating country, and as travel re-opens, is proving 
to be very popular. This most recent edition was recently printed, and is now the current edition. There isn’t any 
significant change from the previous edition, as little road work was completed during Covid. This is another 
chestnut in the ITMB line, and sells well. The cover picture is new, as is the ISBN. Mexico is a very large and 
diverse country, and very popular with Americans. Again, there is little one can say that is news about such a tried-
and-true map, except to say that it is extremely popular. AVAILABLE 

Nevis, see Antigua, above 

New Caledonia/Oceania Cruising Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:530,000 1:12,000,000 ISBN 
9781771295925 UPC 817712959256 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The South Pacific island complex known as 
New Caledonia, or Nouvelle Caledonie in French, consists of a main island and half a dozen smaller islands 
(collectively called the Loyalty Islands. It is an overseas possession of France and uses the Euro as its currency. It 
is located about halfway between Australia and Fiji and is south of Vanuatu. The main island is one of the larger 
land masses in the Pacific, with a reasonably well-developed road infrastructure linking the capital city of Naomea 
with other urban areas. There are resort hotels at various locations along the coastline, but this is a territory that 
one would have to regard as being adventuresome. AVAILABLE 

United Arab Emirates, see Abu Dhabi, above 

NEW RELEASES, MAY AND JUNE, 2022 

Africa East Coast Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:3,400,000 ISBN 9781771299234 UPC 817712902344 
$13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – AVAILABLE 

Aruba, Curacao, & Bonaire/Caribbean Cruising Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 20221:80,000/1:3,200,000 on 
waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771290258 UPC 817712902580 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – 
AVAILABLE 

Caribbean Cruising Travel Reference Map, see Aruba for details 

Dublin & Ireland Travel Reference Map 3rd Ed. 2022 1:10,000/`:500,000 ISBN 9781771292344 UPC 
817712923448 $13.95cdn/us E9.59 8.95GBP – AVAILABLE  

Ireland/Northern Ireland Travel Reference Map, see Dublin, above AVAILABLE 



 

ITMB PUBLISHING LTD. 
 

 INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL MAPS AND BOOKS 

 ITM DISTRIBUTION 

12300Bridgeport Road 

Richmond, BC 

CANADA     V6V 1J5 

TEL:  (604) 273-1400 

FAX: (604) 273-1488 

E-mail: Jack@itmb.com 

 

OFFICES IN: HANOI. PRAGUE. VANCOUVER 

 

WWW.ITMB.COM 

Mediterranean Cruising Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:2,200,000 ISBN 978177129 4782 UPC 
817712947826 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – AVAILABLE 

Nebraska Travel Reference Map, see North/South Dakota, below 

North/South Dakota & Nebraska Road and Rail Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:900,000 ISBN 
9781771298513 UPC 817712985132 $11.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – AVAILABLE 

Richmond & Vancouver Bike and Hike Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:20,000 ISBN 9781771296694 
UPC 817712966940 $10.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP - AVAILABLE  

 

 


